CONGREGATIONAL WORSHIP RESOURCES
First Sunday of Advent, Year A – November 30, 2025
SPECIAL OFFERING SUNDAY
“HOPE FOR HELANI”

Provided by the HIAUCC Executive Board

INTRODUCTION

In the early morning hours of October 2, 2025, a devastating fire destroyed the sanctuary of Helani Congregational Church—a place of deep faith, service, and community. Though the flames consumed the building, they could not consume the faith of the people. The congregation of Helani continues to worship, to serve, and to live out the Gospel with courage and resilience as they have since 1853.

On this First Sunday of Advent—Hope, our churches of the Hawaiʻi Island Association UCC, and beyond, unite in prayer and generosity for “Hope for Helani Sunday.” This special offering invites every congregation to set aside a portion or all their gifts received today to support Helani Congregational Church in rebuilding their Sanctuary and restoring their sacred space. It also invites our churches to consider other ways they may be able to support Helani as they journey ahead into the future.

These worship resources—crafted in the spirit of Advent hope—are offered for use in your worship services as a sign of solidarity, love, and our shared belief that God is still building something beautiful among us.

Note: Some words such as Alakaʻi (Leader), Anaina (Congregation), and Kākou (All, including the Leader), are given in ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi, which is the native language of Helani Congregational Church and many of our HIAUCC churches. While we encourage and invite all churches to use these words in Hawaiian for this Sunday, we also welcome our churches to express these or other words through the diverse family of languages in our Association.








CALL TO WORSHIP

Alakaʻi:	Beloved ohana, come. Even in the shadow of loss, hope still rises.
Anaina:	We come as the dawn comes—quietly, faithfully, expecting God’s light.
Alakaʻi:	The flames that destroyed cannot consume the Spirit that sustains.
Anaina:	For the Spirit of God moves like the wind over the sea, restoring, renewing, breathing life again.
Alakaʻi:	Let us gather in prayer, in song, and in solidarity—trusting that hope is stronger than despair, and aloha is deeper than ashes.
Kākou:	We come to worship the God who brings beauty from brokenness and light from every darkness. E ala e! Rise, O Hope! E ala e!

INVOCATION/OPENING PRAYER/COLLECT OF THE DAY

E Ke Akua O Ka Manaʻolana Paʻa (God of Steadfast Hope), you are the dawn that breaks through the night and the song that stirs our hearts awake. As we enter this Advent season, open our eyes to your light already kindled among us. Bless our siblings of Helani Congregational Church, whose sanctuary has fallen, yet whose spirit stands tall in your grace. May the offerings we give and the prayers we lift build anew what fire has taken—not only with wood and stone, but with courage, compassion, and unity. Make us builders of hope, bearers of love, and seekers of peace, until all creation sings together, “E ala e—God’s light has come!” In Christ Jesus, our Hope and our Redeemer. ʻĀmene.

PASTORAL PRAYER/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

E Ke Akua Lokomaikaʻi, Gracious God, you are the One who walks with us through the valley and the mountain alike. You are the fire of creation and the still voice that calls us home. In this season of waiting and wonder, we give thanks for your presence among us—especially among our ʻohana at Helani Congregational Church, whose sanctuary may have burned, but whose hope in you still burns bright.

We pray for comfort for those who grieve, strength for those who rebuild, and courage for those who dream of what comes next. Bless every congregation across these islands that joins together in this offering of aloha—a tangible sign of your body, the Church, alive and merciful.

We lift the prayers of our congregation to you, O God – both spoken and unspoken, for those who are ill, grieving, traveling, or rejoicing, and all who stand in need of your love and grace.

Let your Spirit hover over us, God, as once it hovered over the deep, so that even in our loss we may feel your creating love bringing forth new life. Help us, O God, to be persistent in hope—refusing despair, embracing faith, and working together to build not only sanctuaries of wood and stone, but sanctuaries of family, community, service, and sacred love. We pray this in the name of Jesus, who is our Light, our Hope, and our Emmanuel. ʻĀmene.

BRIEF LITANY: HOPE FOR HELANI – may also be used as Call to Worship

Alakaʻi:	When we see ashes where there was once beauty,
Anaina:	God of hope, rebuild us in love.
Alakaʻi:	When we hear silence where there was once song,
Anaina:	God of hope, sing again through us.
Alakaʻi:	When our hearts are heavy and our strength feels small,
Anaina:	God of hope, lift us by your Spirit.
Alakaʻi:	When a church is wounded, the whole-body aches.
Anaina:	Let our shared prayers and gifts become healing balm.
Alakaʻi:	As we give, may we give from the heart; as we pray, may we believe in miracles.
Kākou:	O God of resurrection hope, rebuild your house at Helani and in every heart that seeks you. ʻĀmene.

OFFERING INVITATION

Beloved, the first gift of Advent is hope. Today we give not out of surplus but out of solidarity. Let this “Hope for Helani” offering be a testimony that when one part of the Body suffers, all join in healing—because aloha rebuilds what fire cannot destroy.

OFFERTORY PRAYER/PRAYER OF DEDICATION

E Ke Akua Lokomaikaʻi (Gracious God), bless these offerings we bring today—our gifts, our prayers, our shared aloha. Use them to rebuild walls and hearts alike, so that through our giving, hope will take root and rise again in Helani and beyond. In Christ’s name we pray. ʻĀmene.

BENEDICTION

Go forth, beloved of God, as bearers of light in the darkness. Go with hearts open to hope, with hands ready to build, with spirits grounded in aloha. And may the steadfast love of God, the gentle peace of Christ, and the renewing wind of the Spirit bless and sustain you—until every valley is lifted and every broken thing made whole. E hele me ka maluhia o ke Akua. Go in the peace of God. ʻĀmene.

CLOSING PRAYER

God of hope and new beginnings, we give thanks for what you have stirred in us this day—the courage to believe, the faith to rebuild, and the love to stand with one another. As we leave this sacred time, keep us faithful to your call, hopeful in your promises, and generous in our living. For the sake of your Son, Jesus the Christ, our Emmanuel and our Hope. ʻĀmene.

SUGGESTED HYMNS
Hymn numbers are taken from Nā Hīmeni O Ka ʻEkalesia, the most-recent Hawaiian language hymnal published in 1999 and copyrighted by the Hawaiʻi Conference UCC.

NH #32	Kei Ka Hoa ʻO Iesū La (What A Friend We Have in Jesus)
NH #92	Pōmaikaʻi Wale (Blessed Assurance)
NH #93	Aia Hele Kākou (Trust and Obey)
NH #118	Iesū No Ke Kahuhipa (Savior, Like A Shepherd, Lead Us)
NH #208	Ekolu Mea Nui (Three Greatest Things)
